RANKED REASONS FOR MISSIONARY ATTRITION
	Factor
	%Exp
	%Aff
	Strength

	I felt that I had a new call to something back in my home country.
	55%
	77%
	1.61

	I experienced burnout.
	59%
	74%
	1.54

	I received too little missionary care.
	71%
	75%
	1.46

	I, my spouse, or my child suffered from anxiety.
	58%
	70%
	1.41

	I, my spouse, or my child suffered from depression.
	62%
	67%
	1.41

	I felt that some of my team members/leaders lacked integrity.

	48%
	63%
	1.38

	I did not feel at liberty to pursue my passion and call within the team/agency that I was a part of.

	47%
	67%
	1.33

	I wanted to be close to my aging/ailing parents.
	50%
	72%
	1.32

	There was a conflict on the team.
	70%
	64%
	1.31

	I felt that stress affected the health of others in my family.
	50%
	68%
	1.30

	I felt that stress affected my health.
	68%
	70%
	1.29

	My team members did not meet my expectations.
	62%
	65%
	1.29

	I experienced discouragement.
	84%
	70%
	1.28

	I had too many stressors.
	68%
	69%
	1.26

	I felt isolated/lonely.
	73%
	69%
	1.25

	I struggled to understand my role on the team.
	57%
	68%
	1.23

	There was a lack of options for my child/children's education.
	64% of parents
	61%
	1.23

	I had a traumatic experience not covered above.
	36%
	59%
	1.23

	I no longer felt called to my host country.
	40%
	63%
	1.18

	I worked myself out of a job (either by training local leaders or deciding that service was no longer needed).
	33%
	63%
	1.18

	I was no longer sure of my calling (or my spouse was no longer sure of his/her calling).
	38%
	67%
	1.15

	Frequent transitions caused a lack of stability.
	67%
	64%
	1.12

	It was difficult to set boundaries on what was demanded of me.
	60%
	61%
	1.12

	I experienced significant health problems.
	52%
	58%
	1.12

	My missionary term was up.
	54%
	56%
	1.12

	My job responsibilities did not meet my expectations.
	50%
	64%
	1.11

	I disconnected with the vision of the mission.

	47%
	63%
	1.08

	My spouse experienced significant health problems.
	38%
	56%
	1.04

	My child/children experienced significant health problems.
	33%
	53%
	1.03

	I struggled to find community that met my expectations.
	58%
	61%
	1.02

	I sent my kids to college.
	32% of parents
	54%
	1.02

	As a woman, I felt marginalized or devalued, or that men were given more opportunities to lead/contribute.
	49% of women
	52% of women
	0.99

	I, my spouse, or my child suffered from another mental health challenge.
	33%
	46%
	0.98

	I had too little administrative support from my home base.

	49%
	55%
	0.97

	There was a scandal on the team.
	33%
	45%
	0.96

	I felt constant pressure to produce tangible results for supporters back home.
	51%
	59%
	0.95

	I had too much work to do and too little help.
	57%
	53%
	0.95

	I did not have a team.
	33%
	53%
	0.95

	My financial support was low.
	53%
	51%
	0.95

	My family life did not meet my expectations.
	43%
	56%
	0.94

	I felt uncomfortable raising money.
	67%
	55%
	0.93

	There was inadequate health care in my host country.
	60%
	52%
	0.93

	I was overwhelmed by spiritual oppression.
	41%
	58%
	0.92

	I struggled to balance my role(s) as a spouse/parent with ministry expectations.
	62% of non-singles
	55% of non-singles
	0.92

	My kids were not adjusting well.
	58% of parents
	55%
	.92

	I experienced marital issues.
	54% of non-singles
	51%
	.91

	I felt that my extended family needed me.
	53%
	55%
	.90

	I wanted to be close to my adult children.
	26% of parents
	50%
	.89

	I had insufficient local supervision/accountability.

	52%
	53%
	0.88

	I was no longer sure that our methods of sharing the Gospel were effective.
	38%
	52%
	0.88

	I experienced security issues.
	70%
	53%
	0.87

	I felt a disconnection in my relationship with the Lord.
	47%
	52%
	0.86

	I felt that the pastors and/or church body back home had forgotten about me.
	46%
	49%
	0.84

	I felt that I did not truly belong in my host country or back “home.”
	65%
	51%
	0.82

	I felt personally unsafe.
	42%
	51%
	0.81

	I was single and I felt that I would find my spouse back in my home country.
	72% of singles
	45%
	.80

	I was unable to plan for retirement.
	42%
	45%
	0.80

	I was not adequately prepared for life on the mission field.
	44%
	52%
	0.79

	I was unable to connect with a local church.
	47%
	50%
	0.79

	The ministry results did not meet my expectations.
	52%
	49%
	0.79

	I did not expect to stay longer than one term.
	31%
	44%
	0.79

	I had to leave the country because of immigration/visa issues.
	28%
	39%
	0.78

	I had too much local supervision/accountability.
	35%
	44%
	0.76

	I realized that I was not equipped for the work that I was assigned to.
	38%
	50%
	0.75

	I was unable to save money.
	45%
	44%
	0.75

	It was time for me to retire.

	17%
	38%
	0.75

	I felt homesick.
	63%
	48%
	0.74

	The cost of living (or inflation) in my host country was higher than expected.
	41%
	44%
	0.73

	I had suicidal thoughts.
	23%
	37%
	0.73

	I was no longer sure of my faith (or my spouse was no longer sure of his/her faith).
	23%
	38%
	0.72

	I experienced the death of a parent and/or sibling.
	21%
	38%
	0.71

	I wanted to be close to my grandchildren.
	19% of parents
	38%
	.70

	I felt that pollution affected my health negatively.
	47%
	46%
	0.69

	I (or my spouse or child) experienced a moral failure that damaged our witness.
	15%
	33%
	0.69

	I struggled with the local culture of my host country.
	78%
	51%
	0.68

	My ability to maintain relationships with those in my home country did not meet my expectations.
	54%
	48%
	0.64

	I struggled with the local language of my host country.
	76%
	44%
	0.64

	I struggled with local relationships in my host country.
	70%
	44%
	0.61

	I felt taken advantage of by locals for resources.
	64%
	38%
	0.56

	I felt that the climate/geography affected my health negatively.
	42%
	37%
	0.56

	I wanted to start a family and have children in my home country.
	27%
	31%
	.56

	I was unable to pay for children’s schooling.
	22%
	29%
	0.56

	I missed the developed world.
	66%
	43%
	0.55

	I struggled to adjust to my missions salary.
	38%
	36%
	0.53

	The climate was difficult for me to live in.
	51%
	36%
	0.51

	I was robbed.
	35%
	29%
	0.51

	I was unable to meet debt obligations.
	21%
	27%
	0.51

	Political instability or armed conflict made it too dangerous to stay.
	33%
	31%
	0.49

	Local currency exchange rates made my support level insufficient.
	27%
	29%
	0.47

	I was assaulted.
	21%
	27%
	0.45

	I had limited access to electricity and/or technology.
	60%
	30%
	0.40

	The government restricted missionary activities to the point that I was unable to work in the area of my calling.
	26%
	28%
	0.40

	I experienced conflict with locals that grew out of cultural differences.
	53%
	27%
	0.36

	I experienced conflict with locals that was unaffected by cultural differences.
	43%
	23%
	0.36

	The area where I served was declared evangelized by my missions agency.
	14%
	20%
	0.35

	I had a lack of health insurance.
	27%
	23%
	0.34

	I was in danger of persecution because of my nationality.
	29%
	24%
	0.33

	The local culture did not meet my expectations.
	40%
	25%
	0.32

	I was in danger of persecution because of my faith/vocation.
	29%
	22%
	0.30

	I had limited access to clean water.
	36%
	22%
	0.29

	National economic instability made it untenable to stay.
	29%
	19%
	0.28

	I struggled with financial discipline and budgeting.
	33%
	20%
	0.26

	I just went to do temporary relief work.
	12%
	19%
	0.26

	I was unable to pay immigration fees and costs for residency in my host country
	19%
	15%
	0.24

	I experienced the death of a child.
	10%
	10%
	0.23

	I experienced the death of a spouse.
	9%
	8%
	0.17

	A natural disaster caused me to be evacuated.
	17%
	5%
	0.06



